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thrown out of the ocean bound to perish. Every drop in the
ocean shares its majesty and has the honour of giving us the
ozone of life.

Harijan, 25-4-1936
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THE IDEAL VILLAGE WORKER*

I may confess that I was sceptical about the opening of the
school. We had not enough material, we had not much practical
experience of village work, and I doubted whether we should
be able to give the students anything helpful by way of training.
I also doubted whether many students would be forthcoming
and whether they would be the kind of men we need for village
work, I am glad to say that my fears have been so far falsified,
and that we have achieved during the brief three months more
than was expected.

But today I propose to speak to you about the ideal of work
and life that you have to keep in view and work towards.

You are here not for a career in the current sense of the
term. Today man's worth is measured in Rs. as. ps. and a man's
educational training is an article of commerce. If you have
come with that measure in minds, you are doomed to dis-
appointment. At the end of your studies you may start with an
honorarium of ten rupees and end with it. You may not com-
pare it with what a manager of a great firm or a high official
gets.

We have to change the current standards. We promise you
no earthly careers, in fact we want to wean you from ambition
of that kind. You are expected to bring your food-bill within
Rs. 6 a month. The food-bill of an LC.S. may come to Rs. 60 a
month, Jbut that does not mean that he is or will be on that ac-
count physically or intellectually or morally superior to you. He
may be for all his sumptuous living even inferior in all these
respects. You have come to the institution because, I presume*
you do not value your qualifications in metal. You delight to
giving your service to the country for a mere pittance. A

* Speech delivered before the students of the Training School for village
workers at Maganwadi, Wardha.